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Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction

The Holcim Foundation took on a distinct profile during the first 3-year cycle
– and continues to develop, promoting sustainable construction worldwide
at a high level.

The first Holcim Awards competition is over. The first Holcim Forum has been
successfully conducted, 3 books published, and uncounted reports about the
Foundation have appeared. In all its activities, the Holcim Foundation will
continue to be led by its target issues for sustainable construction. What
these criteria mean in concrete terms is explained and illustrated by the new
book Office building in Costa Rica – Measuring up to the criteria of sustainable
construction, which is enclosed as a supplement to this issue of “Founda-
tions” (see page 20).

Newspaper of the Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction for employees of the Holcim Group
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the momentum The youthful face of Rio de Janeiro – building sustainability into cities is a critical requirement in growth

regions of Latin America and beyond – and the theme of the next Holcim Forum (see page 10).
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Pride is swelling at the Holcim Foun-
dation: Professor Muhammad Yunus
of Bangladesh, founding member of
the Advisory Board, along with his
Grameen Bank wins the Nobel Peace
Prize 2006.

Foundations: What has been the im-
pact of the Nobel Peace Prize win?
Muhammad Yunus: The Nobel Peace
Prize is a huge endorsement to our
work – and clearly says that any-
one working towards eliminating
poverty is working toward peace.

What was the reaction in Bangla-
desh to the announcement?
The news was met with tremendous
enthusiasm in Bangladesh. People
started flooding my house and of-
fice, everywhere – hundreds and
thousands of people kept coming,
photographers and television crews
from around the world. Everyone
was so excited and it was an amaz-
ing experience.

What do you consider the most im-
portant element of sustainable con-
struction?
Sustainable societies are more im-
portant than sustainable construc-
tion. Sustainable humans can stand
on their own two feet, and pro-
vide for themselves. The “Grameen
House” low-cost housing initiative 
is one program that is making im-
portant steps – which of course
considers elements of sustainable
construction such as affordability,
durability and ecological impact.

Where do you see a role for the
Holcim Foundation?
I think the importance of the Holcim
Foundation is that it introduces a
broader scope of issues for the devel-
opment of the built environment. By
promoting buildings and structures
that consider the long-term sustain-
ability of their construction meth-
ods, life-cycle and the lives of the
people who use them, the Holcim
Foundation makes a valuable contri-
bution to the debate.

Peace through development
Muhammad Yunus has been nomi-
nated for the Nobel Peace Prize
several times. The prize has been
awarded since 1901, and has gone 
to such important people as Red
Cross founder Henry Dunant, Albert
Schweitzer, Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., Mother Teresa, Mikhail Gorbachev
and Nelson Mandela. This year,
among a field of 190 nominees,
Muhammad Yunus and the Grameen
Bank received the award, which car-
ries prize money of 1.4 million dol-
lars. This decision by the Norwegian
Nobel Committee underscores the
connection between economic de-
velopment and peace:“Lasting peace
cannot be achieved unless large pop-
ulation groups find ways in which 
to break out of poverty,” stressed 
the committee in its laudation. The
Holcim Foundation is elated that the
Nobel Peace Prize has been awarded
to Muhammad Yunus and congratu-
lates him on receiving this well-
earned acknowledgment.

Nobel Peace Prize 
for Muhammad Yunus

Full report on our website
More about Muhammad Yunus,
Grameen Bank, and microcredit is
available at:
www.holcimfoundation.org. The
article “The power of small
changes” can be downloaded as a
PDF. Based on the keynote speech 
by Professor Yunus at the Holcim
Forum 2004, it was originally
published in the book First forum.
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Muhammad Yunus
The Holcim Foundation was greatly
honored 3 years ago when Muham-
mad Yunus agreed to become a
member of its Advisory Board. The
economics professor, today 66, has
impressively shown in his home
country Bangladesh how the prin-
ciples of sustainable development
can be applied in the world today.
Over 3 decades ago Yunus estab-
lished the Grameen Bank, the “vil-
lage bank” that gives so-called mi-
crocredits to the poorest of the

poor in Bangladesh. Since then, 6.5
million people – 97 percent of them
women – have received microcred-
its to establish an existence or
build a simple house. The borrow-
ers have no collateral to offer, and
they pay back their loans in tiny in-
stallments. The clever microcredit
system works because of solidarity
– the bank gives loans only to
groups of borrowers; the members
are jointly responsible for making
the repayments.

Messages of congratulations in newspapers in Bangladesh, Indonesia and Sri Lanka.

Muhammad Yunus with Paul Hugentobler, mem-
ber of the Executive Committee of Holcim, at an
event in Bangladesh during the launch of the
Holcim Awards in 2005.

An unforgettable experience for everyone who was
present: The speech of Muhammad Yunus at the
first Holcim Forum in Zurich.

In Bangladesh and Sri Lanka, Holcim is col-
laborating closely with the Grameen Bank
founded by Yunus on construction projects for
disadvantaged people – an expression of CSR.

Initiative for affordable houses
The Grameen Bank has helped
countless people escape bitter pov-
erty, setting an example worldwide.
The bank makes a modest profit
which enables it to invest in further
projects, for example the "Grameen
House," a low-cost housing initia-
tive. This program has sustainably
improved the living conditions of
millions of people. Muhammad
Yunus and the Grameen Bank make
sustainable construction possible at
a large scale.



Guided by target issues for sustainable construction
n Quantum change and transferability  n Ethical standard and social equity  n Contextual and aesthetic impact

n Ecological quality and energy conservation  n Economic performance and compatibility

Accelerate progress by communicating, exhibiting, lecturing and publishing

Demonstrate commitment and competence in sustainable construction

Symposium series for
academia and practitioners
to debate future approaches
to the built environment

International competition
to recognize outstanding
construction projects and
next generation visions

Implementation funding
for promising research
projects and tangible
building initiatives
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The term “sustainable construction”
is complex, highly contentious, and
open to many interpretations in a
system that extends far beyond the
boundaries of architecture and the
construction industry. The Founda-
tion is implementing 3 core programs,
that encourage dialogue and aware-
ness of sustainable construction.

Holcim Forum
With symposiums the Foundation
promotes the academic investiga-
tion investigation of sustainable
construction. The next Holcim Fo-
rum will take place in April 2007  at
Tongji University in Shanghai. The
theme is “Urban_Trans_Formation”
(for more see page 10).

Holcim Awards
On June 1, 2007, the second cycle of
the Holcim Awards competition will
open for entries. There will be some
important changes. In the first cycle,
only projects that would begin con-
struction after the entry period had
been accepted. This time, projects
may go into construction during the
entry period. Also, the entry period
has been extended from 5 to 9
months – from June 1, to February 29,
2008. A new category “Next Genera-
tion” has been created for visions
and projects by participants under
35 years of age.

Engagement of Group companies
There are challenges in raising the
level of response generated by the

competition in some regions, and
seeking more entries with a central
focus on addressing sustainable
construction issues. Group compa-
nies play an important role in pro-
moting the Awards competition and
sustainable construction with local
stakeholders.

Holcim Projects
The third, relatively young mission of
the Foundation is to grant seed
funding for promising university re-
search or construction projects that
meet the criteria of sustainable
construction. Announced at the
global Holcim Awards ceremony in
Bangkok, seed funding requires fi-
nancial support and endorsement at
Group company level. Projects are
nominated by Group companies that

Three core programs 
of the Foundation continue

also take an active role in supporting
the project’s implementation. This
approach strengthens the link be-
tween the Foundation and Group
companies, and enables the Group’s
commitment to sustainable devel-
opment to be demonstrated and
promoted.

Broad support
In all its activities the Holcim Foun-
dation can count on competent sup-
port – for example from 5 leading
technical universities from all world
regions (see page 8) and from promi-
nent advocates of sustainable devel-
opment. The range of programs
demonstrates that the Holcim Foun-
dation, and therefore Holcim, is com-
mitted to sustainable construction –
and to a sustainable future.

Activities to promote sustainable construction
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high level of the meetings and how
concentrated everybody is.

It’s a known fact that there is a com-
mercial company behind the Foun-
dation. Is this a disadvantage – for
example when prominent persons
are asked to participate at events or
on the Advisory Board?
Today this presents no difficulty. Of
course the Foundation’s connection
to Holcim was a concern for all Advi-
sory Board members at first – they
wanted to know for sure whether
the Foundation wasn’t just some
“green wash” for the company. Sev-
eral members came on board with
pensive caution, of course reserving
the right to exit at any time. But the
open, honest attitude of the man-
agement soon convinced everyone.

Can Holcim itself profit from the
Foundation – besides the fact that
sustainable construction benefits
everybody?
Of course it can’t be disputed that
the Foundation gives an additional
positive ring to the name Holcim.
This side effect is certainly welcome.
But I am also thankful that the Foun-
dation lends additional legitimacy
and credibility to Holcim’s other ac-
tivities in support of sustainable de-
velopment – beyond those of the
Foundation. I am thinking here for
example of Holcim’s efforts to re-
duce CO2 emissions, of alternative
fuels, and of other environmental
and socially supportive activities.

Rolf Soiron, Chairman of Holcim Ltd,
also plays an important role in the
Holcim Foundation – from the start,
he has been Chairman of the Advi-
sory Board, the guiding body of the
Foundation.

Foundations: The Holcim Foundation
is 3 years old – what event during
this period stands out for you?
Rolf Soiron: The Holcim Awards com-
petition with the global Awards cer-
emony in Bangkok. I was glad to see
what great response the competi-
tion drew and that it produced many
valuable results. Also important was
the contact with people who I would
have never met without the compe-
tition.

You are Chairman of the Advisory
Board, which includes many impor-
tant persons. How has this body in-
fluenced the Foundation?
By serving as the first training part-
ner for the Foundation! The most im-
portant message the Advisory Board
has given the Foundation is certainly
that we are on the right track. The
ideas of the Management Board
have always been well accepted.

How often does the Advisory Board
meet?
We hold a half-day meeting before or
after important Foundation events
roughly once a year. That doesn’t
sound like much, but all members
always show up at these meetings
fully prepared. I was surprised at the

Rolf Soiron, Chairman of Holcim and of the Advi-
sory Board of the Holcim Foundation: “We are on
the right track.”

“An additional 
positive ring for Holcim”

A last question, because it’s a cur-
rent topic: What significance does
Muhammad Yunus winning the No-
bel Peace Prize have for the Founda-
tion?
First of all, this award is a great
source of elation for everyone who
knows Muhammad Yunus person-
ally. Last summer I had the chance 
to enjoy my private vacation with
Muhammad Yunus; he is an enor-
mously appealing, charismatic and
positive person. I find in addition
that Muhammad Yunus’ selection as
Nobel Peace Prize laureate sends out
a very important message: that busi-
ness and business projects can con-
tribute to good ends, to peace, to
contentment. It shows that there is
no incompatibility between capital
and capitalist phenomenon on one
side and peace on the other. I think
that is simply super!
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Holger Wallbaum, Professor for Sustainable Con-
struction at ETH Zurich: “The construction industry
is the decisive lever for promoting sustainability!”

tion. In the meantime the world has
grasped that supplies of fossil fuel
are finite. Technical development in
the energy field is already unbeliev-
ably advanced – the only thing miss-
ing now is the realization. But when
it comes to material resources the
picture looks quite different. Here
there are no concepts for how to get
along with less. Yet materials – like
copper and steel – are not available in
infinite supply. This fact is reflected
in the current explosion of raw mate-
rial prices. That’s why we must make
as much progress in the material
consumption field as we have made
in the energy field. Part of the solu-
tion will be practical concepts for the
reuse of materials – recycled con-
crete, for example.

To promote sustainable construction
at the academic level, one of the
first goals of the Foundation was to
sponsor an assistant professorship
at the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH Zurich). In August
2006, Holger Wallbaum commenced
tenure as Chair in Sustainable Con-
struction.

Foundations: Holger Wallbaum,
what does an assistant professor of
sustainable construction do?
Holger Wallbaum: I have only been
here for a few months, and in this
time I have built up the position –
there were no structures existing. I
have attempted to get an overview
of the state of sustainable construc-
tion in Switzerland, and by talking
with various players I have tried to
find out where I can best add gen-
uine value. The assistant professor-
ship lasts 4 years – with an option to
extend it another 2. During this time
I must establish an international
reputation for the chair, so that it
will be financed in the future. Re-
search will contribute the most to
this reputation, and hence deserves
most of my time.

What are you researching?
My chief goal is to increase resource
productivity and to develop systems
and technologies that will help us
build with less material. In the 20th

century energy consumption was the
main focus of sustainable construc-

“Communication 
is the key to change”

How important is the building in-
dustry to global sustainable devel-
opment?
The construction industry is the de-
cisive lever for promoting sustain-
ability! In many countries it plays 
an important role in employment,
energy consumption, and GDP. But
what is the construction industry ac-
tually? One must clearly distinguish
among the various players. The pic-
ture varies from region to region,
from people to people. Sustainable
development is not a normative con-
cept; all truths apply only temporar-
ily and only in certain regions.

You are strongly engaged in the
global discussion of sustainability.
How has the discussion developed 
in recent years?
In the 1980s and 1990s sustainable
development was promoted and ad-
vanced primarily by ecologists. The
premise was that ecology equals sus-
tainability. Business was not properly
included in the discussion and this, of
course, greatly slowed the develop-
ment. In the meantime the fronts be-
tween the various stakeholders have
been dissolved; now everyone partic-
ipates in the discussion. I think com-
munication is the key to real change.
Initiatives like the Holcim Founda-
tion are very important because they
offer the opportunity for communi-
cation and for the exchange of inter-
ests. And I see the creation of a chair
of sustainable construction at the
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ETH Zurich as an important step. If
we want to change the world, we
have to sensitize the decision-mak-
ers of tomorrow – planners, archi-
tects, and others. I want to spread the
sustainability gene among the stu-
dents!

We hear news about rapid climate
change or other negative develop-
ments nearly every day. Is there even
time for discussion or gradual sensi-
tizing?
We have no other choice than to
progress at the pace that is practica-
ble. Because I am an impatient per-
son, I would of course be happy if we
had already achieved more. On the
other hand, one can see that some
great achievements have been
made. The awareness of the process
is growing constantly, relevant laws
are gradually being passed. I think
it’s very important that we keep
these positive aspects in mind and
that we speak not only about the
negative developments. I am con-
vinced that we can make progress
only if we can show positive ways;
fear isolates people. We also haven’t
achieved much through restrictions.
I think we can learn a lot from the
success of organic foods – people are
buying more food direct from local
farms again because these products
have many positive qualities and
they give consumers a good feeling.
That’s why when I talk about my
work I often use positive attributes

such as “health”, “well-being”, or
“healthier for children.”

Does the fact that ETH Zurich has a
chair for sustainable construction
imply that this discipline is not yet a
routine part of things – also not
among students and professors?
Some aspects of sustainability have
of course been established topics for
some time. For example, many of my
colleagues have been intensively
studying questions of energy con-
sumption. But what has been miss-
ing until now is a compilation of all
aspects of sustainable construction
– and a weighting of these. Sustain-
able construction can often lead to
conflicts of interest. For instance,
energy optimization of a building
might compromise the environmen-
tal, economical or societal perform-
ance in some other way. My col-
leagues are not called on to consider
such conflicts; it’s my job to consider
sustainable construction in its en-
tirety. So I am more of a universal
generalist. There are specialists
everywhere who know the details
much better than I do. I try to bring it
all together. Many students and pro-
fessors have been missing such a ho-
listic approach – and they therefore
received me enthusiastically.

Holger Wallbaum
Holger Wallbaum (1967) trained
as an industrial mechanic and
studied safety engineering and
environmental management in
Wuppertal, Germany and safety
engineering and risk manage-
ment in Mulhouse, France. In
2002 he completed a Ph.D. in ar-
chitecture at the University of
Hannover. Wallbaum was a pro-
ject head at the Wuppertal In-
stitute for Climate, Environment
and Energy and he taught
ecological product design in the
field of communication design at
BUGH Wuppertal.
Holger Wallbaum was an official
delegate at the World Summit for
Sustainable Development 2002 in
Johannesburg and in the same
year he co-founded triple innova
GmbH, a company that advises
organizations, companies and in-
stitutes in the fields of future-
oriented business, new tech-
nologies, and ecological product
design.
On May 31, 2006 the board of ETH
Zurich appointed Holger Wall-
baum assistant professor for sus-
tainable construction. He began
his work at the university in Au-
gust 2006.

Holger Wallbaum:“The initiatives of the Holcim Foundation are very important – they offer an opportunity to
communicate and exchange interests.” (picture taken at Holcim Forum 2004)



Technical Competence
Center (TCC)

Collaboration amongst
the partner universities is
facilitated by the Technical
Competence Center (TCC)
of the Holcim Foundation.
This team forms the tech-
nical backbone of the
Foundation.

Since the start of the
Foundation, the TCC has
been coordinated by the
Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology (ETH Zurich).

The members of the TCC:

Hans-Rudolf Schalcher,
Professor, ETH Zurich,
Switzerland (Head)

Holger Wallbaum,
Professor, ETH Zurich,
Switzerland

Hansjürg Leibundgut,
Professor, ETH Zurich,
Switzerland

Marc Angélil,
Professor, ETH Zurich,
Switzerland

Yung Ho Chang,
Professor,
MIT, USA

Zhiqiang Wu,
Professor,
Tongji University, China
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will remain closely related. The Foun-
dation's new partner university in
Latin America is Universidad Ibero-
americana (UIA) in Mexico City. UIA
joins the circle of 5 universities that
offer their competence to the Hol-
cim Foundation:
n Swiss Federal Institute of Tech-
nology (ETH Zürich), Switzerland
n Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology (MIT) in Boston, USA
n Universidad Iberoamericana (UIA)
in Mexico City, Mexico
n University of the Witwatersrand
(Wits) in Johannesburg, South Africa
n Tongji University (TJU) in Shang-
hai, China.

The Mexican Universidad Iberoame-
ricana (UIA) is the new partner uni-
versity of the Holcim Foundation in
Latin America.

To promote sustainable construction
not only globally but also at the
highest level, the Holcim Foundation
has been closely collaborating with a
leading technical university in each
world region from the beginning.
These partner universities appoint
the independent juries for the Hol-
cim Awards competitions, help the
Foundation conduct forums, and
collaborate with the Foundation to
produce technical publications. As

global Technical Competence Center
(TCC) the ETH Zurich coordinates the
collaboration amongst the partner
universities. For more about the TCC
see article below.

Fresh wind
The dynamics of sustainable con-
struction and its academic study
mean that the group of partner uni-
versities can change from time to
time. In the region Latin America the
Holcim Foundation has been work-
ing with the Universidade de São
Paulo (USP) in Brazil. USP has now
been made an associated university
of the Holcim Foundation and thus

From São Paulo 
to Mexico City



An audience of 10 million
for the Holcim Foundation

In October 2006 a new
Swiss consulate was
opened in Guangzhou,
China – prompting a 
team of journalist from
Guangdong television to
visit Switzerland in mid-
October by invitation of
Presence Switzerland, the
organization that co-
ordinates Swiss presence
abroad. The visitors were
introduced to the Holcim
Foundation as an example
of sustainability activities
in Switzerland. The Chi-

nese delegation also vis-
ited the studio of Marc
Angélil in Zurich. Angélil,
member of the Manage-
ment Board and the Tech-
nical Competence Center
of the Holcim Foundation
and professor of architec-
ture at ETH Zurich, an-
swered questions about
sustainable construction
and the Holcim Founda-
tion for a period of 2 hours.

The interview was filmed,
edited and  broadcast on
TV to a potential audience
of 10 million Chinese in
the Guandong region.
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Spacious elegance for the 10,500 students and 1,900
employees: Universidad Iberoamericana (UIA).

UIA, Mexico:
Private university of world renown
The Universidad Iberoamericana
(UIA) was founded in 1943 by Jesuit
monks. As a private university it en-
joys an excellent reputation; its en-
gineering school is among the best
in Latin America. Besides the busi-
ness and economics schools, vari-
ous schools are represented at UIA
– including architecture, education,
philosophy, engineering, and reli-
gion.

After the original campus was de-
stroyed by an earthquake, the UIA
moved to Santa Fe outside Mexico
City in 1988. Today over 10,500 stu-
dents are enrolled at the UIA’s 30

institutes, run by 1,900 employees.
Relations between the faculty and
students at this university are tra-
ditionally very close, due in part to
the fact that all courses are limited
to a small number of students.

UIA is still run by Jesuits today. The
university is proud of its religious
roots and values, yet it is open to all
students.The new main campus of UIA in Santa Fe district

was built in 1988.
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of the business, political, and civil
sectors. They will collaborate in
workshops, exchange ideas in panel
discussions, give and hear lectures,
and together search for solutions for
urbanization in the 21st century. The
seminar will also promote intensive
personal exchange among the spe-
cialists – for example on a full-day
excursion in the Shanghai environs,
an event offered on the third day of
the Holcim Forum. The challenges of
urbanization demand the closest in-
terdisciplinary collaboration.

Support for the next generation
The Holcim Forum is an important
platform for the next generation of
academic professionals. The partner
universities of the Holcim Founda-
tion may invite students to the event.
As at the first Holcim Forum, held 
in Zurich, Switzerland three years 
ago to investigate the topic “Basic 
Needs”, an international student
poster competition will again be
held. Students present their sustain-
able construction projects – and 
the participants cast their votes for
the best. In Shanghai, the Holcim
Foundation will also award grants 
to teams of technical universities 
for research projects relating to
“Urban_Trans_Formation.”

Urban planning specialists
The Holcim Forum is organized by
the Holcim Foundation – in close

Preparations for the second Holcim
Forum are fully underway: from
April 19 to 21, 2007 in Shanghai 250
experts from throughout the world
will discuss and debate the chal-
lenges of urbanization in the 21st

century.

Cities are growing steadfastly.
Worldwide, the number of people
living in cities grows by 1.25 million
every week. Today over half the
world’s population lives in cities. In
developing countries urbanization is
particularly tumultuous; here demo-
graphic development often outstrips
the economic capacities of cities,
which explode into megacities. What

are the problems created by this sit-
uation? How are architects, city plan-
ners, political leaders, and business
leaders challenged? And how can we
see to it that, in spite of the urgent
problems of today, tomorrow will
not be forgotten – and that the con-
struction of cities will support sus-
tainability of the planet?

Personal exchange is essential
These and other questions will be
investigated at the Holcim Forum 
“Urban_Trans_Formation”. About
250 experts from around the world
will take part – architects, engineers,
urban planners, natural scientists,
social scientists, and representatives

Ideas of the next generation: as in Zurich, the student poster exhibition will be a feature in Shanghai.

Next meeting place: ShanghaiNext meeting place: Shanghai



The Holcim Forum 
Academic Committee

Behind every Holcim Fo-
rum is an immense
amount of work – admin-
istrative, organizational,
and intellectual – per-
formed over a period of
about 18 months. To plan
the particularly important
workshops of the upcom-
ing event, the Holcim Fo-
rum Academic Committee
met at the ETH Zurich 
in July 2006. On this
committee are the 10 ex-
perts who will moderate
the 5 workshops at the
Holcim Forum; Manage-
ment Board members

Marc Angélil (head) and
Hans-Rudolf Schalcher;
and Zhiqiang Wu, Dean of
the College of Architecture
and Planning at Tongji
University. Professionals
could apply to take part in
a workshop by submitting
a scholarly abstract via In-
ternet. Over 300 such pa-

pers had to be assessed at
the committee meeting –
because only 10 of these
applicants will be invited
to each of the following 5
workshops:
n Normative urbanism:
Between convention and
differentiation
n Informal urbanism:

Between sanctioned and
shadow orders
n Green urbanism:
Between ecology and
economy
n Touristic urbanism:
Between local and global
n Temporary urbanism:
Between permanent and
the transitory.
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Megacities such as Shanghai pose urgent prob-
lems and challenges for architects, urban plan-
ners, politicians, and economic leaders. Tongji University

Tongji University is among the old-
est and most prestigious universi-
ties in China. It was founded in
1907 by the German physician Erich
Paulun – and will be 100 years old
next year. The Holcim Forum is one
of many special events being held
in celebration of the first century of
Tongji University.
“Tongji” means “cooperating by
sharing the same boat”. The uni-
versity still lives up to this name
today. Tongji has developed close
ties with industry and other uni-

versities; the collaboration with
universities in German-speaking
countries has always been partic-
ularly fruitful.
The 41,000 students enrolled at
Tongji University are taught by 530
professors working in the many
departments of the university.

collaboration with the Swiss Fed-
eral Institute of Technology (ETH
Zurich), Switzerland and the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT), Boston, USA. Through the
outstanding relations of the uni-
versities and the members of the
Advisory and the Management
Board of the Holcim Foundation,
many well-known guest speakers
have been scheduled for the 
conference. For the detailed pro-
gram and more information see
www.holcimforum.org.

The prominent members of the Holcim Forum Academic Committee de-
cide which professionals will be invited to the workshops.

Holcim Forum Academic Committee
meeting: Architect Rahul Mehrotra
from India, who Is currently working
on a master plan for the Taj Mahal,
and Yung Ho Chang, architecture
professor at Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT) in Boston,
USA.
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Great global echo
The Holcim Awards created a wave of media reactions around the
globe – literally hundreds of articles and TV reports appeared about the
winning projects and the Foundation and its objectives. This of course
perfectly suits the Holcim Foundation, which intends the Holcim
Awards as an international platform for sustainable construction. The
construction-related professional media acknowledged the winning
projects with intensive coverage; the general media gave their audi-
ence a better understanding of the overall concept of sustainable con-
struction. The Holcim Awards proved to be an excellent opportunity for
Holcim Group companies to build additional reputation within their
markets and to generate a positive echo.
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June 1, 2006 in Stuttgart, Germany 
Acknowledgment of Christoph Ingenhoven

Düsseldorf architect Christoph Ingenhoven won a global Hol-
cim Award Gold for his sustainability-conscious design of the
new Stuttgart main train station. Holcim Baden-Württem-
berg honored the Award winner with a celebration – aptly
held in the Stuttgart hotel “Steigenberger Graf Zeppelin” ad-
jacent to the railway station, which is to be completely rebuilt
according to the plans of Christoph Ingenhoven.

Holcim Awards: How Group companies 
are maintaining the momentum
The impact of the first cycle of the Holcim Awards did not end with the global ceremony in Bangkok. On the contrary;
since that event many Group companies have been busy organizing technical and customer events, building on the
momentum of the Holcim Awards, and already now generating interest in the second cycle among customers, em-
ployees, professionals, the media, and other stakeholders. The list of successful events is long – and will grow much
longer during the next months. Here are some highlights.

1 Prominent speakers (from left):
Reimar Baur (Deutsche Bahn), Matthias
Hahn (Co-Mayor of Stuttgart, Head 
of City Planning and Environment),
Christoph Ingenhoven (Architect, win-
ner of the global Holcim Award Gold),
Klaus Töpfer (former Undersecretary-
General of the United Nations, former
Executive Director of the United Na-
tions Environment Programme (UNEP),
and member of the Advisory Board of
the Holcim Foundation), Hans-Rudolf
Schalcher (Professor, ETH Zurich, mem-
ber of the Management Board and
Head of the Technical Competence
Center of the Holcim Foundation), and
Reto Willimann (Managing Director of
Holcim Baden-Württemberg).

2 Before the celebration, guests
showed great interest in the model 
of the Award-wining project in the
Stuttgart terminal.

3 Also present in Stuttgart – legendary
engineer Frei Otto. As consulting struc-
tural engineer he played a significant
role in designing the new Stuttgart
station.

1

2 3
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May 17 and 18, 2006 in Montreal, November 29 and 30, 2006 in Toronto, Canada
Money from the City for “Benny Farm” – Presentations at “C onstruct Canada”

During a particularly well-humored ceremony,
St. Lawrence Cement recognized the project
“Greening the infrastructure at Benny Farm”
for which the Montreal architecture office
L’OEUF won the regional Holcim Award Gold in
North America and the global Holcim Award
Bronze. The event was held in the building of
Chez Soi NDG, one of the 3 nonprofit organi-
zations involved in the Award-winning pro-

Philippe Arto, CEO of host company St. Lawrence Cement (left),
is elated that a regional and a global Holcim Award went to
Montreal.

Vanderley M. John, Professor
of Structural Engineering at
the University of São Paolo,
explains the perspectives of
sustainable architecture.

July 10, 2006 in Caracas,
Venezuela
At a Holcim Awards recognition
ceremony, Holcim Venezuela pre-
sented the projects of the 15 global
finalists and invited stakeholders
to join in acknowledging the local
winners. Bruno Stagno, member of
the Holcim Awards jury for Latin
America, spoke on sustainable con-
struction and introduced the Hol-
cim Awards and the Foundation.

September 26 to 29, 2006 
in Cartagena, Colombia
The Holcim Foundation was in-
vited to present the Holcim
Awards competition at the bien-
nial meeting of the Ready-Mix
Concrete Industry Association
(Asocreto), one of the most impor-
tant events in Latin America for
concrete construction and tech-
nology. Speaking on behalf of the
Foundation was German architect
and critic Andreas Ruby, a member
of the Academic Committee of the
Holcim Forum 2007. The Award-
winning projects were displayed
at the event.

October 30, 2006 
in Zagreb, Croatia
November 16 and 17, 2006 
in San José, Costa Rica
November 30, 2006 
in Hamburg, Germany 
The School of Building Construc-
tion of the University of Zagreb,
Croatia, presented the projects
that qualified for global Holcim
Awards and held lectures on
sustainable construction. One of
the invited speakers was Kaarin
Taipale, member of the global Hol-
cim Awards jury and of the Aca-
demic Committee of the Holcim

September 27 and 28, 2006 in Cordoba, Argentina
Seminar on sustainability

400 people were invited to the international semi-
nar held by Holcim Group company Minetti S.A.
Among the prominent speakers were Fernando Diez,
member of the Academic Committee for the next
Holcim Forum; Vanderley M. John, Professor at USP,
Brazil; and Silvia Soonets, member of the team of
architects that won a global Holcim Award Gold 
for the project “Upgrading San Rafael-Unido” in
Caracas, Venezuela. The two-day event was highly
praised by everyone who attended.

The podium: Alfonso Ramirez Ponce (National University of Mexico),
Silvia Soonets (global Holcim Award Gold winner and Architect,
Venezuela), Carlos Feretti (National University of Córdoba, Argentina),
Demetrio Brusco (Minetti, Argentina), Daniel Ricci (President of the
College of Architects, Argentina).

The University of Cordoba provided a styl-
ish setting for the seminar.
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6 in Toronto, Canada
C onstruct Canada”

July 31, 2006 in Budapest, Hungary
Interested students

The European Architects Students Assembly (EASA), an annual seminar for
architecture students, took place this year in Budapest on ferries anchored
on the Danube, and was supported by sponsors including Holcim Hungary.
The Award-winning competition entries were displayed on one of the
boats. During the seminar Edward Schwarz, Manager of the Holcim Foun-
dation, introduced the Foundation and its activities in detail – to the great
interest of the students, who understand the importance of sustainable
construction.

Sustainable construction without borders – the
Holcim Foundation has now been presented on
the Danube.

Architecture students from all European coun-
tries learn with interest about the objectives of
the Holcim Foundation.

Forum. In November 2006 Kaarin
Taipale traveled to further events
in Costa Rica and Germany.

November 24, 2006 
in Seville, Spain
December 11, 2006 
in Madrid, Spain
Holcim Spain is strongly engaged
to make the Holcim Awards
known to its professional audi-
ence and thus to add impetus to
the second cycle. The Group com-
pany invited Silvia Soonets, glob-
al Holcim Awards Gold winner,
to deliver a keynote speech in
Seville. Holcim Spain also invited
Christoph Ingenhoven, winner of
the second global Holcim Award
Gold, to speak in Madrid.

October 18 to 20, 2006 
in Montreal, Canada 
Daniel Pearl, winner of the re-
gional Holcim Award Gold in
North America and of the global
Holcim Awards Bronze, is an ar-
chitecture professor at the Uni-
versity of Montreal. He invited
Mark West (picture below), win-
ner of the regional Holcim Award
Bronze in North America, to
present his technique for fabric-
formed concrete to the students
at the university. This type of col-
laboration among Holcim Award
winners is a perfect example of
the interdisciplinary communica-
tion that the Foundation fosters.

ject. The Holcim Foundation is not alone supporting
the environmentally exemplary social housing scheme
– at the ceremony it was announced that the City 
of Montreal will back the project with over 3 million
dollars. Some of the money will help build the geo-
thermal heating system for the 187 newly constructed
residential units.
At “Construct Canada” in Toronto, Holger Wallbaum,
Professor at ETH Zurich, introduced the topic of
sustainable construction on behalf of the Holcim
Foundation, and Daniel Pearl presented his Award
winning project.



Touring the Philippines
Popular lectures and exhibitions at technical universities

Sustainable construction is being promoted at renowned technical universities by
Holcim in the Philippines. Each seminar includes an exhibition of Award-winning
projects, combined with lectures on the Holcim Awards and sustainable construc-
tion. The Philippine seminars consist of lectures by architects Joven Ignacio (“Sus-
tainable practices in design”) and Paulo Alcazaren (“How to make sustainable con-
struction stylish”) as well as introductions to Holcim (Jocelyn Perez) and also the
Foundation and the Awards competition (Edward Schwarz). Several events were
carried out in the capital city Manila last August and September. An event on the
island of Cebu was held in November.
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Setting the tone – each seminar is
opened by singing the Philippine na-
tional anthem.

Holcim Philippines conducted a
series of sustainable construc-
tion seminars at various presti-
gious technical universities of
the country, such as the Univer-
sity of the Philippines and MA-
PUA Institute of Technology in
Manila (picture left), and the
University of San Carlos in Cebu
City (right). Several hundred
students and professionals at-
tended the half-day events
which included stimulating ex-
hibitions.

November 1 and 2, 2006 in Monterrey, Mexico
Presentation of sustainable cities and an exemplary building

The first International Sustainable Building Congress &
Expo and the annual meeting of the World Green Build-
ing Council took place early in November in Monterrey.
Bruno Stagno, internationally recognized architect and
member of the Holcim Awards jury for Latin America,
spoke on “sustainable cities in the tropics” and pre-
sented his project for the head office building of Holcim
Costa Rica. The new book about this building (see page
20) was well received. The event, which lasted several
days, was rounded off with presentations of the sustain-
able development activities of the Holcim Group and
Holcim Apasco and with reports on the goals and current
activities of the Holcim Foundation. Holcim and the
Foundation were represented at the expo with a promi-
nent stand. Bruno Stagno, busy giving interviews and signing the “Costa Rica” book.



The whole world of 
sustainable construction

Sustainable Construction –
Holcim Awards 2005/2006
is more than just a 200-
page large-format book;
it’s an atlas that documents
the global state of sustain-
able construction. Pub-
lished in December, this so
far most comprehensive
publication of the Holcim
Foundation presents all 46
projects that won regional
or global Awards or prizes
in the first Holcim Awards
competition.

The book is an up-to-date
standard work for every-
one involved in construc-
tion and anyone inter-
ested in development of
society – because it pres-
ents an exciting cross
section of sustainable
construction around the
world. All 46 projects that
won a Holcim Award,
Acknowledgement or En-
couragement prize in the
5 world regions are docu-
mented – and the 4 win-
ners of global Holcim
Awards are each granted
a lengthy chapter. The

book shows clearly that
sustainable construction
is a term that encom-
passes an enormous spec-
trum – and one that
has different meanings
around the world. Sus-
tainable Construction is
thus not just a book about

building, but a book
about cultures – and a
book about the future, be-
cause many of the pre-
sented projects are vi-
sionary and sophisticated
responses to the chal-
lenges that sustainable
construction faces today.
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At the heart of the book Sustainable
Construction (see article below) are
reports about the winners of the
global Holcim Awards 2006. A pho-
tographer and a journalist together
visited the 4 winners – and got to
know the people behind the projects.
Here is a retrospective by Marius
Leutenegger, writer of the articles.

It’s always the same; people are
called onto stage to receive a prize –
whether an Oscar, a Nobel Prize for
medicine, or an award for best ad-
vertising campaign of the year – the
resemblance is almost spooky. Wear-
ing a tuxedo or a long evening gown,

they smile and thank everyone who
made the achievement even pos-
sible. It was no different with the
winners the global Holcim Awards.
When they received their Awards
last April on the giant stage of the
Shangri-La Hotel in Bangkok, they
might have represented the homo-
geneity of success – but not the
heterogeneity of sustainable con-
struction.

Winners are always a little boring
Perhaps people seem so uniform in
such moments because success is
such a very small part of human
existence, a speck in a tremendous

universe that in this moment of
extreme satisfaction simply does not

Professore Centola becomes buddy Luigi – lunch
in Salerno.

On site with the 
four global winners
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ernism – originates. But the more
you talk with Christoph Ingenhoven,
the stronger you feel that coolness
here has nothing to do with cold-
ness. The highly alert architect has 5
children; he’s a family man. During
the interview his wife called to talk
to him about how one of their sons
is doing in school. She wouldn’t
do that if her husband weren’t
willing to share real responsibility.
Christoph Ingenhoven becomes
more sympathetic by the minute –
and increasingly more credible. I
would have liked to talk with him
longer, but after our 3-hour inter-
view marathon I could tell – the fa-
ther wanted to go home.

Dedicated hard workers
In Venezuela there is no conflict be-
tween family and interview because
there is hardly a separation between
work and private life. Already on the
first evening the photographer and I
get to meet the husbands and chil-
dren of the 3 architects who won the
second global Holcim Award Gold.
We sit with them literally for hours

strategy is planned for the future.
Signore Professore in tuxedo became
buddy Luigi, who trekked with us
from ruin to ruin in the broiling sum-
mer heat, enthusiastic and breath-
ing heavily. This prompted the ques-
tion when I was writing the chap-
ters: Should one portray a winner
soaked in sweat? Yes, one should.
Because sustainable construction is
more than champagne and applause
– it’s hard work.

Cool family man
Even when it is not as evident as
with Luigi Centola, the German ar-
chitect Christoph Ingenhoven, win-
ner of one of the 2 global Holcim
Awards Gold, is a man one probably
never sees with two-day stubble. In
his work he doesn’t hike through
the hillside bush; he sits with
dozens of employees in a trendy
open-plan office in the center of
Düsseldorf. The whole world of
Christoph Ingenhoven seems to be
designed, well designed. At first
glance one could think that here
coolness – the attitude of postmod-

have enough room to expand. Every-
thing that makes up a person shifts
for a few moments into the back-
ground: ambition, self doubts, vi-
sions, dreams, disappointments, and
hopes.

The elegant professore sweats
When the Holcim Foundation asked
me to write these reports about the
winners of the first Holcim Awards,
I looked forward to finally meeting
the people behind the winners. I
knew that the everyday life of the
winners had nothing to do with the
Awards ceremony – but to actually
feel this was an impressive experi-
ence. Luigi Centola, winner of the
global Holcim Award Silver, was an
elegant winner in fine dress on the
stage in Bangkok, eloquent and sure
spoken. A few weeks after the 
ceremony photographer Andreas
Schwaiger and I tramped and
trudged with him for hours through
the south Italian “valley of the mills”,
which is all but swallowed by ram-
pant vegetation, and where the
Award-winning sustainable renewal

Ordered by design – architect Christoph Ingenhoven in his studio in Düsseldorf.



19

Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction

in the foyer of a beautiful restaurant
that unfortunately has no table free
for us. The view from the terrace over
Caracas at night is supposed to be
marvelous, but we see little of it –
because after we are finally seated
we get rushed service because the
restaurant wants to close. One can
only laugh in exasperation, and it is
said that nothing bonds as much as
an overcome crisis. We become one
big happy family. The architects are
in the upper class of Venezuela, but
lucky for us they shun snobbery –
and especially lucky for the people
who live in the poor neighborhood
that the 3 women are working to up-
grade through architecture. The resi-
dents love these women for their
dedication and hard work. When I
sent the architects a draft of the ar-
ticle I wrote about them, they wrote
back that I had portrayed them as
saints! But that’s sort of how I see
them.

Patiently progressing
At least a touch of stoic monk is in
Daniel Pearl, our contact from the

Canadian team that won the global
Holcim Award Bronze. Pearl is a
warmhearted man – and nothing in
the world can divert him from the
straight path he has chosen. For him
sustainable construction is a special
form of politics. His weapons in the
daily battle against ignorance and
arrogance are patience and the
power of persuasion. After 15 years of
engagement for the environmen-
tally-sophisticated residential devel-
opment Benny Farm he knows what
is possible in sustainable construc-
tion – and what is not. The few bat-
tles he has lost along the way have
not disillusioned him, but made him
a fighter for his ideals, which are
squarely down to earth. Sustainable
construction needs people like him –
as much as it needs Christoph Ingen-
hoven, Luigi Centola, and the 3 archi-
tects from Caracas. People with com-
pletely different lives and aspira-
tions, yet people who basically all
want the same thing – a world that’s
a little better to live in. And this wish
is, for winners and everyone else,
simply very, very human.

Convincingly persuasive – architect Daniel Pearl in his office in Montreal.

Isabel Pocaterra, Maria Ines Pocaterra, Silvia Soonets
(from left) – the architects are loved by the residents
of San Rafael-Unido in Caracas, Venezuela.

Getting to know the people behind the projects: Swiss
journalist Marius Leutenegger in San Rafael-Unido.
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The attractive supplement for the readers of “Founda-
tions” – the book Office building in Costa Rica – Measur-
ing up to the criteria of sustainable construction clearly
explains and illustrates the range of competing factors
to be considered in sustainable construction.

Just what is sustainable construction? The question is
not only of academic interest – it is of central impor-
tance. Because the construction industry is a major con-
sumer of material and energy, the concept of sustainable
construction has gained broad attention. It wields an
enormous influence on overall global development.

5 target issues – explained and illustrated
That’s why one of the goals of the Holcim Foundation 
is to promote widespread awareness of sustainable 
construction. With an eye on this goal the Foundation
has produced the book Office building in Costa Rica,
which accompanies this edition of Foundations and also
features in the “sustainable construction” section on
www.holcimfoundation.org. Using an outstanding ex-
ample of sustainable architecture, the book explains and
illustrates the 5 target issues in tangible terms. The tar-
get issues serve as guiding principles for the Foundation
in all its activities – and elements upon which it defines
sustainable construction.

A Holcim building
The exemplary building is the Holcim office building in
San José, Costa Rica. It was chosen as an example not be-
cause it is a Holcim building but because it is recognized
as a successful example of sustainable construction, as
shown by the numerous awards and the coverage in inter-
national publications it has received. The 15,000 m3 head
office building was designed by Architect Bruno Stagno of
Costa Rica. He and other experts wrote the easily-under-
stood text. They show how challenging, integrated, and
successful the concept of sustainable construction can be.
Office building in Costa Rica is therefore ideal reading for
anyone interested in design and construction.

Measuring up 
to sustainable construction

Bringing sustainable construction to life – Office building in Costa Rica is a
practical example of how the 5 target issues can be applied and measured.

Foundations is the Group internal newspaper of the Holcim Foundation for
Sustainable Construction and is distributed to the readers of the Holcim
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web.holcim.com/foundation
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